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Christmas Open House 2009 

     
               Front Row -  Audrey McCleery,  John,  Kary,  Jennifer  and  Kayla Searle 

             Back Row - Anita Cooper, Edwin Erwin, Mike Bailey, Larry Minks,  

                                    Charles Stewart and Eron Tynes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

San Jacinto Chapter, DRT, hosted our annual Christmas Open House at the Log House on 

Sunday, December 13, 2009. Cooler weather made it a pleasant afternoon to celebrate the 

Christmas season.  Our beautiful Log House was decorated and trimmed with garland, 

poinsettias, and red and green ribbons.   The smells of wassail, honey, and cloves permeated 

all throughout the old house.  People mixed and mingled with members of the San Jacinto  

Chapter, the Texian Army, SRT, and many guests.  Several members of the Harris County 

Historical Commission also attended. 

 

Ann Tanner and Anita Cooper greeted our guests as they arrived.  Loretta Williams along 

with her daughter Catarina were on hand to collect the toys for the CRT.  Mary Jane Harmon 

entertained the children with making the clove studded oranges.  Luanne Zacek and Brenda 

Auld were kept busy with the Country Store.  One of our new members, Margaret Standard 

donated items for a raffle and also managed it.  Martha Haydel was busy taking pictures of all 

our visitors in front of the Christmas tree. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .more Open House ï page 2 
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Mr. and Mrs. Larry Minks   DRT Hospitality ï Marge Harris, Brenda Auld 

          and Sally Whittington 

 . . . more Open House 
 

Other San Jacinto Chapter members in attendance were Adrianna Wilcox, Carolyn Lightfoot, 

Phyllis Moody, Judy Rosenthal, Beverly Maurice and Mary Jo Brice.  Kay and Bob Martin 

attended along with their great-grandson and CRT member, Reid Richter.  Another  new member 

Cindie Gruetzmacher was  present with her husband and prospective member Carol Haddock  

along with her husband Will Haddock. Sandra Meier, District VI representative and Connie 

Surrency, Parlimentarian General attended along with Lacretia Reynolds and Patsy Teas, Miss 

Ima Hogg Chapter.   

The gigantic Christmas tree was hung with old Christmas ornaments, strung cranberries, and 

popcorn balls.  Antique toys circled the big tree.  Music surrounded all who entered the front 

doors of the Log House.  Those attending brought an unwrapped gift for our CRT members to 

give to the children at Ben Taub Hospital. 
 

Wassail was served with cookies, cakes, candies, meats, fruit and nuts, which graced the 

beautifully appointed dining table and side tables. Kae Theilen, Marge Harris, Tamara Kittleson, 

and Sally Whittington were kept busy from the beginning to the end replenishing large trays of 

good food.   Other members who also contributed were Ann Bevil, Nancy Burch and Eron 

Tynes. 
 

The outside of the old house was hung with green garlands, red bows, and boughs of holly. This 

was a glorious occasion for our Chapter to show off the old house, and to share its rich heritage 

with family and friends.  Once again, a special thanks to Esther Simon and Gwen Kunz for 

ensuring that everything looked absolutely beautiful, especially the Christmas tree, garland, 

poinsettias and the fresh greenery that adorned  the house. Also, thanks to the ladies of the San 

Jacinto Chapter for providing the wonderful refreshments that everyone enjoyed. 



San Jacinto Dispatch  Page 3 of 8 

                
             Eron Tynes       Carl Hill, Tom Houston and Tom Green  

              
   Jennifer and Charlie Pesek, Luanne Zacek,      Family Fun at the Log House  

  Adrianne Zacek with Truitt Denman      

          
       Charles Stewart and Anita Cooper  Sandra Meier, Anita Cooper, Connie Surrency 

 
 

           


