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DAUGHTERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS  

STATE CONVENTION 2010ðHOUSTON, TEXAS 
 

The 119
th
 State DRT Annual convention was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Houston, Texas, on 

May 13-15, 2010.  The Stars of the Republic was the theme for the convention.  The activities 

started on Wednesday evening with a dinner at the Log House for the Board of Management and 

continued at the hotel with business meetings and luncheons. 

  

During the Opening Session on Thursday, Nathan Tollett, Director of Sales, Greater Houston 

Visitors Bureau, welcomed the Daughters of the Republic of Texas to Houston and our own past 

President Carolyn Lightfoot responded to his welcome.   Judge Mark Davidson was the keynote 

speaker and he spoke about the importance of preserving our history.  

  

On Friday evening, the rains flooded Houston, but spirits were not dampened and everyone had a 

fabulous night at the Historical Evening Dinner.  The San Jacinto Chapter was well represented 

throughout the Convention and was recognized at the Awards Luncheon on Saturday with three 

awards: First Place--Achievement Award, the Texas History Award and the Volunteer Hours 

Award. 

 

    
        Flag Ceremony                    Friday Luncheon      Flag Ceremony 
        Greetings from Kameron Searle  
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Stars of the Convention!!!  
 

  
Patti Atkins, President General    
 and   CRT 

 
      Sandra Meier, District VI 
               Representative 

 
 Anita Cooper & Martha Haydel 

 
 

 
 Decorations for Friday luncheon 

 

 
 Kameron Searle, The Brownôs 

           And Eron Tynes 
 

 
       SJC Members Glittered 
 
 

 
Eron Tynes and Martha Haydel 
 

 
     Eron Tynes, SJC President 
 

 
         L to R:  Tamara Kittleson,          

 Martha Haydel and 

 Sally Whittington 
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        Bradyôs Landing     State DRT Award        The Water Fountain 

June Luncheon 
 
The June luncheon and chapter meeting was held on June 3, 2010, at "ÒÁÄÙȭÓ ,ÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ Ôhe 
turning basin on the Ship Channel in Harrisburg.  Members and guests assembled in the 
Turning Point Room for this event.  It was a wonderful luncheon and such a joyous occasion 
as we gathered together before our summer break.  The pledges to the flags were led by 
special guests Dani Cheek and her daughter Jordan Cheek.  
 
The highlight of the June Luncheon was the presentation of the Outstanding Texas History 

Teacher Award to Dani Cheek by Luanne Zacek.  Luanne spoke of Daniôs dedication to teaching 

fourth grade Texas history and the inspiration she has for her students.  Dani was most gracious in 

her acceptance and shared a little of the history of Anahuac during her talk. 

 

During the program, Esther Simon and Mary Ann Walker were recognized for 50 years of 

membership in the Daughters.  In addition, several 25 year members were also recognized: Jean 

Amsler Cathriner, Elizabeth Marsh Christian, Patricia Dewhurst, Carolyn Burton Hamilton, 

Marion Smith Hargrove, Carol Smith Johnston, Virginia Ford Karuba, Louise Loose Levy, 

Carolyn Andrews Lightfoot, and Nancy Chapman Wallace,  

  

Marion Hargrove was present and received her certificate and that of her sister, Carol Smith 
Johnston.  Marilyn Chapman received the certificate for her daughter Nancy Chapman 
Wallace. 
 

As is tradition, another highlight of the June Luncheon was our new member service 
conducted by Eron Tynes and Marje Harris.   Betty Burkett, Sue Davis, Carol Haddock, Dana 
Stover, and Shelley Gottschalk were sworn in as new members.   As part of the ceremony, 
each new member was presented with . . . two symbols, recognized worldwide, that are 
synonymous with the pride, joy, and beauty of our great State, Our State Flag, whose Lone Star 
once flew over the Republic from which you are descended, and our State flower, the 
Bluebonnet, whose azure blue beauty blankets our beloved State each spring. 
      
Eron Tynes recognized all members of the San Jacinto Chapter Executive Board and Log 
House Board members for their service over the past year.  She reminded everyone that 
while the chapter has the summer off, the boards continue to meet during the summer to 
conduct chapter business. 
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In addition, special presentations were given to the following members for outstanding 
service to the chapter during this current year:  Brenda Stover for the Newsletter, Betty 
Petty for Membership Committee and Docent, Carolyn Gilbert for the Website, Cindie  
Gruetzmacher for volunteering her husband, Bob, and the Chili Cook-off, Margaret Standard 
for Raffles that benefit the Log House, and Mary Ann Howard for the Christmas Luncheon. 
 

Members present and receiving certificates for their participation on the Patriotic Education 

Committee were Marje Harris, Ann Tanner, Linda Beverlin, and Ann Bevil.  The Patriotic Education 

Committee is the committee that is responsible for the Texas Essay Contest and the Thelma Maresh 

Scholarship.  Other members who received certificates were Marilyn van Way for chairing the 

Telephone Committee, Sue Montgomery, Social Committee and Sharolyn Wood, Docent. 
 

Three members, Brenda Stover, Betty Petty and Margaret Standard were eligible for the Member 

Attendance Award Drawing.   Betty Petty was the winner of the drawing and will have her 

member dues paid for the next year.  Sally Whittington and Martha Haydel led the chapter in 

singing ñBlest Be the Tie That Bindsò and the meeting was adjourned until next October. 
 

 

LUNCHEON PICTURES 

 

        
Sally Whittington & Mary Ann Howard           Eron Tynes with New Members Betty Burkett,  

                 Shelly Gottschalk, Dana Stover, Sue Davis,  

                 Carol Haddock and Marje Harris, Registrar  

        

                              
Eron Tynes & Jordan Cheek         Luanne Zacek & Dani Cheek   Doris Anderson  


