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Trip to Liendo Plantation

LIENDO PLANT ATION. In 183Q José Justo Liendo, of Leona Vicario, then residing in Nacogdoches,
gave Thomas F. McKinneypower of attorney to locate ten of the eleven leagues of land Lieado
purchased from the Mexican government two years before. McKinney located five of the ten leagues in
what is now Waller County, where the remarkable shape of the tract still stands out on maps, since the
survey was run to include only "entirely vacalaiid. In 1841 McKinney, still acting for the owner, sold
Leonard W. Grocéhe part of the Liendo survey that lay north and west of Pond Creek, "3,000 acres,
more or less," fo$1,500. Groce increased his holdings through the years and in 1860 paid $1,200 for the
remainder of the five leagues that had not been sold. Groce's home on the plantation, which he named
Liendo, was built by slave labor and completed in 1853. Bricks wex@de from the red clay of the
Brazos. The foundation was of brick, stuccoed with red plaster. The chimneys were of brick, plastered
with lime. The house, colonial in style, had outer walls of drop leaf siding, painted white. The adjustable
blinds were darlgreen. The floors and ceilings were tongunelgroove yellow pine. The ceiling of the
drawing room was hanpainted in a design of roses and morning glories, the same design being carried
out in its frieze. The interior walls were smoothly finished irsfga The wainscoting of the dining room

and the seconfloor bedrooms reached six feet above the floors. The kitchen had facilities large enough
to roast a whole beef; whole roast pig was mere routine. A "bachelors' hall" on the grounds was equipped
to hauseguests. The Groce children and children of neighbors were instructed by a tutor at a schoolhouse
on the plantation. A convenient stopping place between the HeGstlmeston area and Austin, Liendo

had a stream of guests that included the promineiits afay. Revenues of the plantation, which was
operated with about 300 slaves, have been estimated as high as $80,000 to $100,000 a year in good years.

During theCivil War, Camp Grocevas established at Liendo, where cavalry, artillery, and infantry were
recruited. Converted to a prisoner of war camp, it housed troops capturedaititef GalvestonFrom
September 1 to December 1, 1865, the plantation was the camping place GieGege A.Custerand

his command. In 1866 Groce sold the white eleptiati_iendo had become but had to take it back the
next year. In 1873 Leonard W. Groce, Jr., sold Elisabet Ney and Edmund D. Mont§bmag0 acres,
"the homestead tract of the late Leonsvd Groce, Sr.," for $10,000. The new owners knew nothing
about cotton planting, and the procession of their mortgagessleng. In 1909 Dr. Montgomery and
Elisabet Ney having moved to Austin earlier, deeded Liendo to Theodor Low, reserving for hiniself a li
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interest and right of occupancy. The same year Low sold to W. P. Gaines, who in 1910 sold the property
to George W. Harris, of Hughes County, South Dakota. Dr. Montgomery waived his life interest and
reserved only the right to use a portion of the nminse. He stayed at Liendo until his death in 1911. He

and Elisabet Ney were buried in a grove of live oaks on the grounds. In 1943 Mrs. Laura B. Harris,
widow of George W. Harris, sold her property to Miss Willene Compton, who occupied the mansion. A
recad of the appearance and condition of the mansion at Liendo has been deposited in the Library of
Congress. Among the relics to be seen at Liendo are possessions of Elisabet Ney and Dr. Montgomery.
The plantation was purchased by Phyllis and Carl DeterintP61 and completely reconstructed and
modernized.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Carrie B. CossLiendo Plantation(Hempstead, Texas: Waller County Historical
Commission, 1977). Vertical Files, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at
Austin. Waler County Historical Survey Committe&, History of Waller County, Texd8/aco: Texian,
1973).

Log House Rental

The Pioneer Memorial Log House is
currently used for a variety of occasions
including San Jacinto Chapter activities,
other DRT and CRT activities, and
fundraising rentals. Because of the growing
populariy of the Log House and in order to
avoid fAdouble bookingo,

Stars of the Republic coordinate all use of the Log House. Please
119" State Convention May 1315, 2010 contact Brenda Auld at 28497-0528 or
bauld@comcast.neegarding the availability
Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel of the Log House for any function and to
ReliantArena schedule an event at the Log House.

8686 Kirby Drive@Loop 610,
Houston, Texas Friends of the Log House
Hotel: Crowne Plaza Hotel

Rates: $109.00/night
(1-4 persons)
7137483221

before April 27,2010

The Log House is pleased to recognize a
long-time, loyal, generous contributor
Margaret Standard. Margaret has
enthusiastically supported and maintained the
raffle each month at our meetings and special
events, benefitting our chapter home. We are
grateful and delighted to have such an
energetic and gracious member working on
our behalf. THANK YOU, MARGARET!!

Forms are on the members only website:
http:/drt-Inc.org/members/

bt.stover@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor
Phyllis Moody, CeEditor
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Betty J. Burkett, DRT #27760
Ancestor: Louis Jacob Korn

Shelley Beroud Johnson Gottschalk,
DRT #27761
Ancestor: Louis Jacob Korn

Sarah Bigelow Molina, DRT# 27763
Ancestor: John Jackson Tumlinson, Sr.

SAN JACINTO BATTLE
RE-ENACTMENT

On April 24, 2010 from 106, will be the

San Jacinto Festival and Battle Re
enactment. The festival is a full day of
music, entertainment, food, games, and
fun set amidst living history. The re

enactment of the battle takes place on the
San Jacinto Battleground at 3:00 p.m.
The Battle Reenactment is one of the
largest in the state, complete with
cannons, muskets, horses, pyrotechnics
and hundreds of reenactors dressed in

uniforms that duplicate the real dress of
the day.
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San Jacinto Day Celebration

Monument in the Mist

The Official State of Texas Battle of San
Jacinto Commemorative Ceremony will be
Wednesday, April 21, 2010 at the San
Jacinto Monument. The program begins
at 11:00 a.m. and will include a musical
prelude by the Deer Park HS Orchestra.
The event is free andpen to the public.

The Master of Ceremonies for the day is
Ron Stone, Jr. and the keynote speaker
will be James L. Haley, author oSam
Houston. The San Jacinto Chapter,
Daughters of the Republic of Texas and
the Sons of the Republic of Texas will
present scholarship awards. The San
Jacinto Chapter, SRT will present the USS
San Jacinto Enlisted Man of the Year
award and the Sam Housto Chapter, SRT
will present the USS Texas Enlisted Man
of the Year award. There also will be a
laying of the Memaorial Weath.

Come join us as we celebrate this most
significant Honor Day commemorating

the most decisive battle of the Western
Hemisphere.
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. . . excerpt from essay by Louisilbach . . .

AWi nding through Houstonbs patchwork of di ver se
Buf fal o Bayou. Houston6és rich history has been st
their livelihoods, native Texans, foreign businessmen, tralers, soldiers, and seafarers who charted

territory and staked their claim in the commercial goldmine that was and still is Houston.

For centuries, before explorers descended on the Gulf of Mexico, native Indians, such as the Bidais

and Akokisa, campedand traded along the lush banks of Buffalo Bayou and prowled its clear clay

bottomed waters. The French and the Spanish maintained trade with these tribes, but did not
establish settlements al omgtthlee eBay g of H@Blugls , t héd el
|l ocated near todayés Ship Channel, was the focal
Santa Anna burned it to the ground on his march t

On Thursday, April 1, 2010, the San Jacinto Chapter will béhtbest s f or A Buf fal o Bay
Houst onos Wil derness Begi nni ngs 0 Thisypresentatiodwall Gor s ki
incorporates the interidsg Camp Logan (Memorial ParkNo one wants to miss thisteresting meeting

to hear about Buffalo8y ou on Apr il Fool s Day!

Ann Bevil, Second Vice President

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

Once again, Tom Gree Knights of San Jacinto, did a superb
job of organizing the March 2, Texas Independence Day
Celebration held at Houston City Hall The San Jacinto
and Sam Houston Chapter Sons of the Republic of Texas, and the
San Jacinto  Chapte Daughters of the Republic of Texas,
co-sponsored the ceremon with the City of Houston.Members of
other DRT and SRT chapters and the Texian Army wer
also in attendance.

Tom Green was the Master of Ceremonies with the Mayor of Houston, Annise Parker, beginning
the program by welcoming everyone and reading a proclamation. Eron Brimberry Tynes,
President, San Jacinto Chapspoke about our DRT histprand Clay Fisher, President, San
Jacinto Chapter, SRT spoke about the impact the signing of the Texas Declaration of
Independence had in shaping modern day Texas. Jan DeVault, President, Friends of the San
Jacinto Battleground, and Will Haddock, ViPeesident, San Jacinto Descendants, also
spoke. J. Richard Reese, KSJ, Past President General, Sons of the Republic of Texas, concluded
the ceremony by leading everyone in a toast, with good old Texas water, to all those brave men
who signed the Texas Deddiion of Independence.

After the ceremony, the San Jacinto Chapter, SRT hosted a luncheon for the DRT and othe
guests at the Heritage Tea Room.
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S Frankie Evelyn Johnson

Frankie Evelyn Johnson, died on March 7, 2010, in Houston, Texas She was th#henaf
Doris Lynn Hoyt, a SJC member. Mrs. Johnson was 90 years old. Shéwrasin Palestine,
Texas, andmarried Olen Johnson in 1938. She worked as an Executive Secretary for
Southline Metal Products most of her career.

She was preceded in death bher parents, her husband, and her granddaughter, Debbie
Shelton, also a member of SJC. Mrs. Johnson was buried at Memorial Oaks Cemetery,
Houston, Texas.

SR William K. Shumake
William K. Shumake, the son of SJC member Bettie Knight Shumaldessed away on March
13, 2010. He was a native Houstonian. He is also survived by his cousins, Camille Silver,
Susan Cruse, and Catherine Odette, all members of SJC. Will was an employee at North
American Title. He was buried at Woodlawn Cemetery. dlse remember this precious
family in your thoughts and prayers.
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Outstanding Texas History Teacher of the Year

The winner of the Outstanding Texas History Teacher of the Year for fourth grade is Danielle
Cheek. Ms. Cheek has taught fourth gradeadatudies at Anahuac Elementary for the past
three years. Her curriculum includes a resea

Rosie Womack, Principal, Anahuac Elementary, writes

AHer positive attitude an dedddinvhe oustandihgiqeaitoc v and chi
teaching that she displays here at Anahuac Elementary. Her enthusiasm, her innovativeness and her
dedication to Texas History is exemplary.o

Ms. Cheek will be invited to atteramlir June Luncheon to receive her cerafie.
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